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MASSACHUSETTS BLACK LIBRARIANS NETWORK HOSTS AN EVENT FOR BCALA

Boston, the site of the annual midwinter meeting of the American Library Association, and the Black Caucus of the American Library Association, awaits your arrival.  

On Friday, January 14, 7 pm to 9 pm, the Massachusetts Black Librarians Network, with support from BCALA-Connecticut and Amber Books, is planning an evening of art, refreshments, entertainment, books and conversation at the Museum of the National Center for Afro American Artists located in Roxbury, a historical Boston African American neighborhood. This event will feature its permanent exhibition, "Aspelta - A Nubian King's Burial Chamber." Local authors, including Melvin B. Miller, publisher of Boston’s African-American weekly newspaper, Bay State Banner, will be present with books to sell. BCALA will provide transportation from Back Bay Boston, the site of the meeting to the Museum.

There are several sites in Boston important to African American culture and history that you must while you are here. The Robert Gould Shaw Memorial celebrating the 54th Massachusetts Colored Regiment located on Beacon Hill across from the Massachusetts State House has been cited as one of the best pieces of public art in America. Close by is the African Meeting House opened in 1805 for the community that lived in that neighborhood. The Crispus Attucks monument dedicated to the first man killed in the Revolutionary War is across the Boston Common from the Shaw Memorial. Visit the Boston Women’s Memorial on the Commonwealth Avenue Mall to see the wonderful new bronze statue of Phillis Wheatley. Speaking of Phillis, while you are shopping at Filene’s Basement, you may want to walk up the street to stop at the Old South Meeting House where she worshipped. After your fill of Boston’s famous seafood, you may want to sample Bob the Chef’s ribs and jazz located just a short taxicab ride away from your hotel.

These are just a few of the “must sees” Boston has to offer you. 

(Continued)

Page 2

I am hope I am whetting your appetite for your time in Boston, but don’t wet your lips too much because they will surly chafe in the dry cold air of Boston. Although temperatures can vary from a high 30s degrees to a low of 0 degrees, Boston is a very compact city and most sites of interest are in the confines of the convention center

Still need somewhere to stay? There is the African American owned Hampton Inn (617 445-6400) located at the intersection of Melnea Cass Boulevard (named after an African American woman leader in Roxbury) and Massachusetts Avenue. There is a bus stop outside, which would let you off about two blocks from Hynes Convention Center, on Boylston Street in front of the Berklee College of Music, but it might be a 30 minute ride, and did I mention, it might be cold outside?   

Plan to come to MBLN’s event to meet its members who will be glad to assist you in getting to know African American Boston.
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